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Editorial Board, "Native Rights Defined," The Toronto Star, December 14, 1997. 
This editorial discussed the impact of a recent Canadian Supreme Court ruling which held that Canada's Indians have an ownership right over the land which they occupied prior to colonization by the Europeans. The Court determined that based on the Indians' prior presence and distinctive culture, they had aboriginal title to the land. While these native groups are quite pleased with these new developments, mining companies which previously operated with reckless abandon now fear for their livelihood since their access to the land will soon be restricted. These native tribes now must make claims to these ancestral lands which will undoubtedly be fought out in court. The Indians are able to make these claims because they never relinquished their title to the land when European colonization began, and as a result, still have good title.
https://academic.udayton.edu/race/02rights/s98blak2.htm#Native
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How were the European and Native American attitudes toward land use and land ownership different?
The Native Americans believed that nobody owned the land. Instead, they believed the land belonged to everybody within their tribe. The Europeans, on the other hand, believed that people had a right to own land. They believed people could buy land, which would then belong to the individual.

How did Native Americans view of nature and land use differ from that of Europeans in the 1500s and 1600s?
How did Native Americans’ view of land use differ from that of European colonists? Native Americans viewed land as a connection to ancestry, a spiritual foundation, and a nurturant source, whereas European colonists viewed land as a currency of power and as potential material wealth.

What is the primary difference between Native American and European American conceptions of land and ownership?
What do you see as the primary difference between Native American and European American conceptions of land and ownership? Native Americans respected land and saw it as something to be used communally by all the members of a tribe. European Americans saw land as something to be owned and divided up for individual use.

What are some differences between Native American culture and American European culture?
The Native Americans and Europeans had many differences in their ways of life. They had very different ideas of property. The Europeans had set boundaries for their land while Native Americans did not have private property. The Europeans had a monarchy while the Native Americans had a more tribal system.

What is the most significant difference between the culture and society of white European Americans and those of Native American Indians?
What do you see as the most significant difference between the culture and society of white Europeans and Native American Indians? The Europeans believed that land could be owned. The Native Americans didn’t believe in personal land ownership. They believed that people could live off of the land.
